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HISTORY OF FAYETTE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA.

af the militia of Washington County.

The settlcrs sincerely to be wished, on acconnt of the unfortunate

west of the Monangahela were almost in a state of | captives who have fallen into their hands, that it may

panic.

Cal. Marshal, of Washington County, wrote | be true, for the enruged Delawares renounce the idea

Gen. Irvine ¢n the 4th of July, informing him that | | of taking any prizoncrs bué for cruel purposes of
the people of that section were def_ermmed to abanden | torture.”

their setttements If o force was not sent to protect :
A great number of ihe inhabitants moved '’
: until three days after the cecurrence, and of course
Dk was then too late for the enmmandant to send o

them.
from their homes to the shelter of the forts and block-
houses. Nearly as mueh consternation prevailed in

the settlements east of the Monongahela, and the
general ularm was greatly increased by the sudden |
! north, mostly Mingoes, The surviving prizoners ecap-
!tured at Mannuswwo and Miller's were taken to
: Niaoara and delivered to the British military anthori-

appearanee of the cremy in Westmoreland County,
where, on the 11th of July, they killed and scalped
three sons of Mr. Chambers, and two daws later, at-
tacked and burned the old county seat of Westmore-
Jand, Hannastown. This event was narrated in 2
letter® written by Epbraim Douglass to Ges. James
Trvine, dated July 26, 1752, as follows:

“ ATy Iast eontained some aceount of the destroction
of Hanna's Town, but it was an imperfeet one; the
damaze was greater thau we then knew, and attended
with circumstances different from my representatinn
of them. Therc were nine killed and twelve carried
off prisoners, and instead of some of the houses without

the fort being defended Uy our people, they all retized !
within the miserable stockade, and the encmy pos- |
sesved themselves of the forsaken houses, from whence :
they kept up o continuul fire upon the fort from abont |
i the general alurm and apprehension ina great degree.

twelve o'clock till pight withont deing any other
damage than wounding one little girl within the
walls. They carried away 3 great number of horses
and everything of value in the deserted houses, de-
stroved ull the catile, hoge, and povitry within their

reael, and burned all the houses in the village ex- -

cept two; these they also set fire to, bk fortunately
it did not extend itself so fur as to consume them;
several hopses round the country were destroyed in
the same manner, and a aunmber of unhappy families
either murdered or earried off capiives; some have
sinec suffered a similar fute in diftevent parts; hardly

“a day but they bave bicen discovered in some quarter
of the eountry, and the poor inlusbitants struck with
terror through the whole extent of ocur frontier.

Where this party set out from is not certainly known;
severak circumstances induce the belief of their
coming from the head of the Allegheny, or towards

Niagara, rather than from Sandusky or the neighboe- |

hood of Luke JErie. The great number of whites,
known by their language to have Luen in the party,
the direction of thelr retreat when they left the
country, which was towards the Kittanuing, and no
appearance of their tracks either coming or going

having been discovered by the officer and party which -
. in which be was enrolled.

the general? ordered on that service beyond the river,
all conspire to support this belief, and T thiuk it is

1Xew n existence, witl the ®Irvine Papers,” in posscarion of the
Prun=ylvania Ilistoricu] 2ociety.
2 Gen. Irvina,

Tntelligence of the attack on and deet.ructmn of
Hannastown did not reach Gen. Lrvine, at Fort Pitt,

force in ptrsuit of the savages with any hope of sue-
cess. The Indians who made the foray were from the

ties there. At the close of the war they were delivered
up and returned to their homes,

Before the events above narrated, Gren, Trvine wrote
[Fuly 11th) to Gonm. Washington, saving ihat the
people were constantly growing more Jdetermined io
their cfforts to raise o new force to operate against the
Bapdusky towans, that solicitations 1o him to assistin
it and to aasume the command were increasing daily,
and that the weilitia officers had actually comenced
preparations for the expedition. The news of the
dezvent of the savages on Hanpastown eunsed these
prepurations to be arged with greater energy by the
holder and more delermined men, while it increased

Gen. Irvine, in a letter witten to President Moore, of
the Executive Couneil, on the 18th of July, said, in
veference to the probuble results of this affair, “T fear
thiz stroke will intimidate the iohabitants so much
that it will not be possible to rully them or persnade
them to make a stand. Nothing in my power shall
be left undone to countenance and encourage them.”?

Notwithestanding Gen. Irvine's fears to the conteary,
the raising of the new expedition was strenuounsly
vrged, and pushed forward with all possible vigor by
the principal officers of the militia in this region,
The conunanding oficers of companies at that time
in what iz now Fayette County were:
Capt. John Beeson. Caph Moses Sutton.

“  Theophilns Phillips. “ Blichael Catts.

¢ Ichahod Asheratt. “ John Hardin.
James Dougherty. Jolm Powers.
Armstrong Porter. Draniel Canon.

“  Cornelins Lyneh, “ Robers Beall.
o 3Villiam Hayney, ¥ — MeFarlin.
¢ —— Nichols, ¥ —— Ryan.

Capt. Thos, Moore.

Lvery person liable to do military duty was required
to peport to the commanding oficer of the company
Other than elearly estab-
lished physieal disability, or having served in the
then recent campaign under Col. Crawford, very faw
pleas for exemption from service were deemed valid,
Men were required to perform regnlar tours of dniy
at the several **stations” in anticipation of Indian at-

THE REVOLUTION.

tack, but were excused from this duty if disposed to
volunteer for the new expedition?

1 Xlany of fhese facts are obtalned from e odd mwotseript book which
is cetill i exEstence in the court-honze at Uniontewn, atd cunteios the
tjuntes of the several military ** Conrte of Anpaal™ held in the apelng
and summer of 1752, 45 before meutioved.
minutes ace Lees given, Tz,

Boma extracis from these

At e Ciurt of dAppeal keld af Deceow’s Toww fhe 3th dog of dwgust, 1732,
* Teesent
Alexender M'illean 1 aemlers {Lient"ﬁobert Richey, Bsqr
Sub. Lisut. for Westd Conmty ! Tnaign William BeCoy.

o Copiteedn Johaled dsherairs Retara.

% Johm Grifith.—Exeused on Qath of Inaldlicy of Bodr.

# Alexander Buchunan. —Adum Melhlferty agpears & Solstitate for
tha Swuticn, Lot elvoses callior to go au the Expedition. He 19 therefors
excuged for liat puppose,

“ Joahng Reldnzon,—Bukativuge, Tanded Rartua, for the Station.

“ Thamar Brvel —Exensed on the Srllt of Lis brother, Bazil Dowel,
whe {5 Enrolled under Cupt. Asherafy for the Expedidi

& Ciepd. Lerniel Shnrace Retwrn—78 Class,

# Matthey Willax.—Clerk to the Company, to tura ¢ut on Jdnty with
The Capt

A Tmues Roleson=TIs gon  Veduntesr for the Expedition—Enrollad.

S Bapditt Cliftes, —Henleavoused pgreealle to order the J0th July ax
Thelit Norars.

= Juar Expeditiun.

* Juwes Finley, Juvist.—Exewsel oo wect of a Tour om ¢he Relicl of
Thziwiswns, povid, by 3 Jolan Kidd.

“ Abwshutin MeDonall—Tined.

# Aichiaed Daley,—Weengad v Outh of present inalility of By,

* PLilip Mecords—Exenzal ot aect of Bervioes porformid on Maecline

»
Doros—A Volunteer for the

busl's Camnpinizo B Alexender A'Clens,

Y Cuptiedie Sattor's Defwrn—3ath Clos.

* Jowes Dunaldson. —Exeused on acoount of Services perfovmed oo
Maclinteal's Conpairn, net befure sradited for, 2

“ Olsalin®y Btillwell—Levi Boidgewater exenses Lim by a taur oo tho
Bundueky.

* Jahn Wawtlhorn,—Davil Broolz, w Subetitnto, appenrs far the Statjon,

" Welb [Eayden—Apoears for Sttien; eXeascd by William Jolliff, on
Exneditiva.

“Jobin Zeoth—Eit Ly o Bunlee, & oot able io perform the next Tour.

¥ Gapd, Beessas Rlelura—Gife Cliss,

“TFhomse Brownficld—To Le determined by ibo Court of Common
TMlans,

“Samoz]l TRich. —Fulia Boesan anawers 2 Tour of Dhoty by tho Tiutief
o Trus Wk,

Y Christian Conntryman,—Excussd oo Condition He p'crru:'m the oext
Tour of Duty et to Le Qrdeved,

B, Carter.—JYubin Orr, oF Capt. Suttew’s Company, answers a Tour
 Exn
~—Troduced o Cortificats of Jis haviog producad a Subatl |
tute during the War,

“3amuel Loyi--Exeused on aceoant of Two Tours of detr allowal -
by Capt. Anderann fur buagiug o prisoners feom Caroliva taken Ty
Golld Morman.

“Jehin M'Clean, Junn—Terformed on the Line [menting o tour of -
daty ag vuw of the guanls fv the surveyoea vunuing tie line beoween
Pommsylvneia and Firghuiz),

" Ata Court of Appeal held of Tiion Toirn the 1200 Jay of Awrnst, TI82

* Alusunder 3'Clean, Sub. Lt, Esqr]
Daniel Culp. JrETEETE,

¥ Retwre 0f Cogut, Beall,
“JTares Stephenzon~al the Stakion,
“Jaln Love.—An appreatice to Mr, Craftentt, & was ot hig father’s

whun Hannahs Town w3 destroyed, and continnel there to amist his
father.

Bloses White—At the Statfon,
“ Thowas Stazey.—Eorolled for the Expedition,
E-3 * " * = * * = *

. matedd, which was the lst of August®
: sions of the

: hifare narrated, had glven waenin
* an extended series of pperations woainst the frontier seitlements, and

' post at Whasling.
. At their conneils for several days whils g captlvity, and flly uoder-
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The destroction of Hannastown was quickly fol-
lowed by other Indian forays at various points along
the border, and as the comtinnal alarms cansed by
these attacks rendered it necessary to keep large num-
bers of the militiamen constantly on duty at the sta-
tions, it soon became apparent that the requisite num-

. ber of volunteers eould not be raised and equipped

for the new expedition by the time originally desig-
“The inecur-
Indians on the frontier of this country,”
said Gen. Irvine, in a letter written on the 25th of
Jaly to the Secretary of War, © will unavoidably pre-
vent the militia from sssembling as soon as the 1st of
Augnst, Indeed, T berin to entertain doubts of their
being abie to raise and equip the proposed number
this season.” TIndér these circnmstances the general
thought it proper to extend the time of preparation
for the expedition, and accordingly he directed that

| the forces shounld assemble on September 20th {in-
i stead of August 1st), at Fort Melntosh, as a general
: rondezvous, and march thence to the invasion of the

Indian ecantry.’

In the mean time the Indians continued to grow
bolder and more aggressive in their attacks along the
border. On the night of the 11th of SBeptember an
Indian foree of two hundred and sixty warriors, under
the revegade Goorge (Hriy (brother of the infamons
Bimon), accompanied by o datuchment of about forty
British Rangers from Detroit, under Capt. Pratt, of the
royal service, attacked the fort at Wheeling,* but ware
repulsed. Other attempts were made by them during

. the day and night of the 12th, but with no better sue-
| cess,

In the morning of the 13th the besiegers with-
drew from Wheeling, ut proceeded to attack Rices
fort, some fourtcen miles distant, There also they
were repulsed, their loss being four warriors kilied,
These and other attacks at various points on the
fronher materially dampened the ardor of the people

The look containg a great nomber of entrics gimilar to thode given
above. Ttcloses with minuses of luginess dons % At o Court of Appeal
Beld ot Riflles Fort, the thind day of September, 17332,

# IresoutemdbeXamlor M'Claan, Snb Lisyt. Presd

Andvew Rally, 'F.'sql'} Members.™
Joln P. Bavall,

£ The vuluutecrs for tho expedition in that pavt of Westmoreland
County which iz now Fuyetta wers ordered do rendezvons atf Begsons.
town (Todontown} on the 30tk of July, to proceed thengs 2o tha general
rendervous at the mouth af Reaver,

£ Both tha #tate and general govarnmett Lnd approved the plan of the
expedition, and Gen. frvine had lean wppointed to the conmund of it

+Julin Blover, the guide in Orawfond’s expedition, wiho made Lig es
cupe Trom the Indinns after heviug bren tied o the atake for toriure, nz

£ thut the savages were mediciting

that ameng these projectrd operwtlons wwus: wn sttack in fores on tha
This inforimation be sl De gaioed by beinr present

standing every word thas was nttered by the chiefs on thozs 00CLELus,
a3 he waa entirely foniline with lhe Pelawire, Wrandob and Shawaneze
lauzuages. The tale which he branglt of theas iutended axpeditivus Ty
the Iodians sgainat the wiite seftlemonts was not believed Ly Cooke

+ Warzhnl, Gadiis, and Gen. Irvive, bot the result proved that Slover had

neither Tianwlerstuod nor fulsified the lntencions of the aavages g

+ expresser Ly theit clilef: in counril



